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1.0 SUMMARY 

1.1  

During the archaeological excavations, commissioned by the Tudor Farming 

Interpretation Group (TFIG) to explore the archaeology of Under Whitle and provide 

an opportunity for local people to gain training and participatory experience in a 

community based project, a number of glass vessels were recovered. The 

processing of the glass vessels was undertaken over the summer of 2016 by several 

volunteers. A more detailed analysis of the vessels was undertaken in early 

November 2016. 

1.2  

The glass vessels were hand collected and collected according to ‘Guidance for the 

collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials’ 

(Parker Heath, 2016). The analysis of the glass vessels was undertaken with 

reference to the Society for Historical Archaeology’s (SHA) website on the dating 

and analysis of glass bottles (historic bottle website). The aims of the excavation 

were to recover dating evidence from the archaeological features highlighted as 

suitable for excavation by earlier site surveys, find out what various features were, 

how they were used, how this use may have changed through time, and whether 

some of the features could be identified with properties and peoples identified 

through the historical research. It was also hoped that aims of both the East 

Midlands and West Midlands Heritage strategies could be addressed, including the 

medieval and post-medieval ceramics industries and add to our understanding of the 

development of manorial estates and the nature of rural settlements. It is believed 

the glass vessels have indeed added to our understanding through providing a cross 

section of the various vessels used and deposited, and therefore activities that took 

place at Under Whitle. 

1.3 

Due to time restraints and safety considerations, the excavations of trench 2 were 

not complete, particularly in the cellar, where it is believed many more glass vessels, 

like many other artefacts, may be awaiting discovery. With this in mind, the record of 

glass vessels presented here is fragmentary.  

https://sha.org/bottle/websitemap.htm
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1.4 

The term ‘glass vessels’ here includes bottles, jars, jugs (of which there is one 

example) and other types that could hold contents of some sort. This report does not 

include glass that is believed to be examples of window glass, or is in such 

fragmentary condition that it is undiagnostic and would add little to the discussion 

and conclusions presented here. 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Site Location    

The project is based at Under Whitle Farm, which lies in the valley of the River Dove 

between the villages of Sheen and Longnor, Staffordshire, centred on NGR SK 

10772 64001 at a height of c. 260m OD (Fig. 2.1). The site is located on deposits of 

Bowland Shale Formation (Mudstone, Siltstone, and Sandstone) and this 

sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 313–335 million years ago in the 

Carboniferous period. No superficial deposits are recorded on the valley slopes 

(British Geological Survey). Topographically the site lays immediately to the 

northeast of the current farmhouse and northwest of the Dove Valley Activity Centre. 

The property displays significant topographical variation across the area of c.2.5ha 

and within this area four areas were initially targeted for excavation as the result of 

various archaeological surveys including geophysical surveys carried out by Trent & 

Peak Archaeology (TPA) and documentary evidence, as these demonstrated the 

presence of several potential buried archaeological features. 

 

2.2 Trench 2 

One of these areas was that of the location of a house, indicated on the tithe map of 

1845 (see fig. 2.2 no.45) and by an extant cellar. On a later Ordnance Survey map, 

surveyed in 1879 and published in 1884, the house is no longer present. Indeed, 

census surveys show that the house was inhabited in 1841 but no longer by 1851 

when it is described as uninhabited. The excavation of the north side of the cellar 

and the cellar itself was undertaken by Trent and Peak Archaeology and the results 

of this excavation can be found in their report (Malone, 2016).  

The excavation of Trench 2, map evidence, and the evidence from historical 

documents such as the census records (Harris, 2016), makes it clear that the cellar 

must have had at least three ‘phases’.  The first phase was when the cellar was an 

integral part of the house from the time the house was first built in the late 17th 

Century (Malone, 2016 p11). At this time, it would, in all likelihood, have been roofed 

by the wooden floor of the room above. The second phase was after the house was 

abandoned and it collapsed or was demolished. At this time, it appears that the cellar 
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was roofed with a vaulted ceiling, which is visible today, and probably used as a root 

vegetable store. This happened sometime after 1845 but before the end of the 19th 

century. Finally, the cellar was no longer used as a store but as a depository for 

rubbish. From the analysis of the glass vessels this seems to have happened at the 

turn of the 20th century and continued until the property was purchased by the 

current owners Paul and Elspeth Walker in 1982, who have assured me they have 

never use it for any other purpose than as a ‘cave’ for their adventurous children 

(which suggests a fourth phase). 

Fig. 2.1: Location of Under Whitle Farm in the Staffordshire Moorlands (after TPA) 
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Fig. 2.2: Detail from 1845 tithe map 
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3.0 RESULTS 

3.1 Archaeological contexts 

All the glass vessels analysed were recovered from Trench 2. They came from 5 

different contexts – (102), (105), (110), (114), (121):  

(102) is topsoil, (105) is the fill of the cellar steps, (110) is subsoil beneath (102), 

(114) is the rubble layer overlying the stone slabs, and (121) is the fill of the cellar 

itself. 

Of 47 vessels analysed, 1 came from each of (102), (110) and (114), 3 came from 

(121) and 41 came from (105) – the fill of the cellar steps. 

The data can be found in the separate MS Excel document, ‘Catalogue of Glass 

Vessels from Under Whitle’ 

3.2 Vessel types 

The vessel types include bottles (31 examples, see Fig. 3.1 below), jars (12 

examples, see Fig 3.2 below), jugs (2 examples but probably belonging to the same 

vessel see Fig. 3.3 below) and stoppers (2 possible examples, although admittedly 

these are not vessels. Bottles were defined as having narrow bores (openings) and 

jars as having wide bores. Jugs of course showed evidence of having been used to 

pour. 

Of the 31 bottles 29 were machine made and 2 were likely to have been mouth 

blown. All 12 jars were machine made.  

Fig. 3.1: E.g. of bottle (SF1528) 
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Fig. 3.2: E.g. of glass jar (SF1534) 

 

 

Fig. 3.3: E.g. of jug (SF1542) 

 

 

3.3 Vessel shapes 

There is a variety of shapes to the bottles and jars beyond that of their initial 

identification. Just over half the bottles are cylindrical (16), whereas 10 of the 12 jars 

are cylindrical. 9 of the bottles are rectangular (oblong and square), 4 are oval, 1 is 

octagonal (see Fig. 3.4 below), and 1 is unknown due to its fragmentary nature. Of 

the 2 remaining jars 1 is square and 1 is oval. The jug is cylindrical as are both the 

possible stoppers. 
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Fig. 3.4: The octagonal glass vessel (SF1518) “Milton Nasal Spray” 

 

 

 

3.4 Vessel colour 

The dominant colour of vessels is clear (31 of both bottles and jars as in Fig. 3.1, 3.2 

and 3.3 above), with 6 aqua (see Fig. 3.5 below), 5 brown/amber (see Fig. 3.4 

above), 2 olive amber (see Fig. 3.6 below), 1 olive green (see Fig. 3.7 below) 1 very 

dark olive green it looks black (see Fig. 3.8 below), and 1 white (see Fig 3.9 below). 

Whilst it has been argued that colour is not the most useful classification tool (Jones 

& Sullivan, 1989), along with other diagnostic features it proved to be most helpful. 

 

Fig. 3.5: E.g. of aqua coloured vessel (SF1417) 

 

 

 



 
Dr Catherine Parker Heath   UW16  

13 

 

Fig.3.6: E.g. of olive amber coloured vessel (SF1510) 

 

Fig. 3.7: Olive-green coloured vessel (SF1529) 

 

Fig 3.8: Dark olive green vessel (SF1209) 
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3.5 Parts of the vessel 

Distinct parts of each vessel were scrutinized, if that part was present. These were 

the finish (lip and collar), the neck, the base and the body.  

The finish of bottles and jars presented 14 variations. These are detailed in the 

catalogue and illustrated in Appendix 8.1. 

Necks are described as long, medium, or short and any marks are described. 19 

vessels have short necks, 8 have medium necks, 5 long, 6 unknown due to that part 

of the vessel being missing, 6 as not having any neck due to the form flaring out from 

the finish. The remaining 2 were the 2 possible stoppers. 

Bases, where they were present, were observed for distinguishing marks such as 

suction scars and valve/ejection marks (15) and 28 have embossed lettering and/or 

numbers present.  

The body of the vessels were scrutinized for signs of bubbles, mold seams, labels, 

embossed writing and any other marks. 

 

3.6 Dating and Use 

Whilst not one of the characteristics outlined above when seen in isolation can be 

used to date a vessel, when they are considered together they can provide a good 

indication. Similarly, the use of a vessel is determined through looking at several 

characteristics, unless of course a label is present that explicitly states what the 

contents were (or, in some cases, still are). This occurred in 5 cases with a further 2 

or 3 where brief investigation was able to confirm the original content. Nonetheless, 

when establishing the original contents of a vessel and thus what it was used for, this 

does not negate the possibility of it being used in a different way once these contents 

had been emptied. 

The vessels ranged in date from the mid-19th century to the later 20th Century, with 

the terminus ante quem placed at 1982 when Elspeth and Paul purchased Under 

Whitle. 
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3.6.1 Mid-late 19th C 

Only one vessel came from the earliest end of this date range (mid-late 19th C). This 

was a fragmentary (6 fragments) very dark olive green vessel (see Fig. 3.8 above). 

The glass looks black and was described as such in initial finds processing. This is 

indicative of a mid to late 19th century bottle. The finish and lack of mold seams at 

this point indicates that the bottle had been mouth blown, a technique that although 

is still practiced, also indicates a 19th century date. In addition, the thickness of the 

glass and the very pronounced concave nature of the fragmentary base makes this 

conclusion secure. It is likely that the bottle is a beer bottle. This vessel came from 

(114) the rubble layer above the in-situ stone floor. 

 

3.6.2 Late 19th-early 20th C 

The second and final mouth blown (probable) bottle dates to the end of the 19th 

century and beginning of the 20th century. Again, the colour – this time aqua – and 

the lack of mold seams up to the finish indicated the relatively early date. Due to the 

fragmentary nature of this piece – only the finish and very limited neck – it is very 

difficult to suggest what it was once used for. 

Fig. 3.9: BF1025 finish and neck only mixed with other fragments of glass 
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3.6.3 Early 20th C 

4 vessels are of a probable early 20th century date. 'The only genuine Day and Sons 

White Oils Crewe' – a horse medicine is one of these (SF1421, see Fig. 3.10 below), 

2 other possible animal medicine bottles (SF1514 – Fig. 3.11, SF1523 – Fig. 3.12), 

and a possible gin bottle with IXL embossed on the bottom (meaning literally “I 

excel”) and fluting up the sides (SF1511, see Fig. 3.13 below). Two other finds of this 

date are the possible stoppers (1525, 1528). 

Fig. 3.10: SF1421 

 

Fig. 3.11: SF1514 

 

Fig. 3.12: SF1523 
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Fig. 3.13: SF 1511 

            

 

3.6.4 Early-mid 20th C 

From this period, there is a wider range of types of vessel ranging from drinks bottles 

of various kinds, jars and bottles containing foodstuffs to medicine bottles (although it 

is not always clear whether the medicine was for human or animal consumption). In 

terms of drinking there is an example of an olive amber beer bottle (or possibly spirit 

bottle SF1411), an aqua-coloured water or soft drink bottle (SF1417) and a 

rectangular flask for spirits, although this perhaps contained medicine (SF1540 see 

Fig.3.14 below). For foodstuffs, there are 2 bottles for some unknown type of 

foodstuff (SF1528, SF1533) and a clear jar for preserves (SF1416). In terms of 

medicines, there are 2 vessels that could have contained veterinary medicine. One 

of these is an oval bottle containing possible horse medicine (SF1522, see Fig. 3.15 

below), where it is difficult to see the colour of the glass as dark contents still 

present. Another is a brown/amber bottle (SF1526). Finally, from this date range, is 

the base and fragment of a large jar (SF1541). Its fragmentary nature makes it 

difficult to say with any certainty what it contained, but it was most likely a foodstuff 

of some kind. 

 

Fig. 3.14: SF1540 ‘flask’ for spirits or medicine 
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Fig. 3.15: Possible veterinary medicine bottle 

 

 

3.6.5 Mid 20th C 

Dated to the mid-20th C are an even wider variety of vessels. In terms of drink there 

is a Midlands Counties Dairy sterilized milk bottle (SF1501 see below Fig. 3.16) 

embossed on its shoulder indicating exactly what it contained, a ‘Burgess and 

Sturrows Ltd’ mineral water or soft drink bottle (SF1509 see Fig. 8.6 in Appendix 8.1) 

which is the only example from the assemblage of an internal thread (screw) with 

stopper intact and in situ, another bottle for the same purpose (SF1538) and two 

possible beer bottles (SF1529, SF1536). For food, there is 2 preserve jars (SF1512 

see below Fig. 3.17 & SF1534) with FMF embossed on base (‘Food Manufacturer’s 

Federation’, founded in 1913), and a jar for paste or essence of beef or chicken from 

‘Brands & co Ltd.’ (SF1530). Like the previous two periods there are also examples 

of veterinary medicine bottles, in this case, 2 (SF1508 & SF1515). SF1515 has its 

contents intact with what is possibly a Bakelite screw top in place. However, unlike 

the previous periods, a new type of vessel emerges – for Brylcreem (SF1521 see 

Fig. 3.18 below). 

Fig. 3.16: Midlands Counties Dairy sterilized milk bottle 
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Fig. 3.17: SF1512 showing ‘Food Manufacturers Federation’ symbol embossed on the base 

 

Fig. 3.18: SF1521 ‘Brylcreem’ bottle 

 

 

3.6.6 Mid-late 20th C 

For the mid-late 20th C, jars start to become more familiar and the variety continues 

from previous periods. For foodstuffs, there is a ‘Colman’s’ mint jar (SF1409a) and 

possible meat paste jar (SF1409b). Similarly, SF1532 is a ‘Princes’ paste jar. There 

are also 2 jars for preserves - SF1524 has FMF embossed on the base, whereas 

SF1537 is rather fragmentary. A new type of vessel emerging now, but still a 

foodstuff, is the sauce bottle. There are 3 examples form the mid-late 20th C 

(SF1422, SF1513, SF1520 see below Fig. 3.19). There is also a vessel that probably 

contained veterinary medicine (SF1503) and 2 bottles associated with human health 
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– possible calamine lotion (SF1476 see Fig. 3.20 below) and a bottle of ‘Milton Nasal 

Spray’ (SF1518 see Fig. 3.4 above) 

Fig 3.19: SF1520 sauce bottle 

 

Fig. 3.20: SF1476 calamine lotion bottle 

 

 

3.6.7 Late 20th C 

SF1415 and SF1542 (see Fig. 3.3 above) are both probable parts of the same Pyrex 

measuring jug. Whereas some of the earlier possible veterinary medicine bottles had 

embossed scales, this has it printed (on SF1542 see Fig. 3.3 above). A fragment of 

milk bottle can probably be dated more accurately to the 1970s (SF1420) and a 

Robertson’s jam jar complete with lid, will be something that many people recognize. 

The style of the golliwog dates this jar to the 1970s also (SF1516). There is also an 

example of a probable mineral water or soft drinks bottle (SF1535). 
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Fig. 3.21: SF1420 1970s milk bottle 

 

 

3.6.8 20th C 

Two vessels have been more broadly dated to the 20th C. After close scrutiny, it was 

decided that it was not possible to pin them down any further. One was a jar for a 

preserve (SF1517 see Fig. 3.22 below), the other a bottle that once contained 

‘Yorkshire Relish’ (SF1519 see Fig. 3.23 below). 

Fig. 3.22: SF1517 preserve jar 

 

Fig. 3.23: SF1519 ‘Yorkshire Relish’ bottle 

 

  



 
Dr Catherine Parker Heath   UW16  

22 

 

4.0 DISCUSSION 

4.1 Use of cellar 

Whilst the assemblage from T2 is fragmentary and many glass vessels undoubtedly 

remain in the cellar, what has been recovered gives a good cross section of types 

and dates for the time the cellar is believed to have been used as a rubbish dump. 

Although there is only one vessel from the mid-late 19th C, the fact that it was found 

during a rubble layer suggests that it may well have been in situ rather than as 

secondary refuse like the rest of the vessels. The date of this coincides with and 

confirms the suspected date of collapse and demolition of the house and the 

reroofing of the cellar. In addition, the fact that there is only 1 vessel of this date and 

few, if any, belonging to the later 19th C supports the idea that the cellar was used as 

a store for a time and not for rubbish. It is after the turn of the century that the record 

becomes fuller and, as the 20th C progresses, the number and variety of vessels 

increase. This perhaps reflects a growing consumerist society and the ability of the 

inhabitants to access to the outside world, with the increase in motorized vehicles, 

rather than relying on horse and cart, as well as the cellar being a rubbish dump for 

the farm. 

4.2 Brands 

The increase in branded goods is also striking. Apart from the Day and Son’s Equine 

medicine form the turn of the century it is only in the mid-20th C (post war) that 

brands really show up. From Midlands Counties, Burgess and Sturrows, and 

Brylcreem to Colman’s Princes and Milton, it is only as the later 20th C emerges that 

this slows down. This downturn in number and types of vessel in the late 20th C must 

surely be connected with the start of organized collection of rubbish from the local 

council, rather than anything else. 

4.3 Farming 

Also of note is the number of vessels that are associated with veterinary medicine. 

This is illustrative of the practices on the farm at the time, where animal husbandry 

was taking place and where a farming family had to take care of their livestock. 

Alongside other archaeological and historical evidence, the presence of such bottles 

is not surprising. 



 
Dr Catherine Parker Heath   UW16  

23 

 

4.4 Food and drink 

The variety in food and drink increases throughout the 20th C also. Perhaps it is 

possible to suggest that more convenience foods emerge such as ready chopped 

mint and meat pastes as well as sauces to satisfy a changing palate. The increase in 

brands must follow the end of WWII and the lifting of rationing. The consumption of 

alcohol is represented but perhaps shows more consumption of beer rather than 

spirits. It seems, from this assemblage at least that no wine was consumed. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the glass vessels from T2 give a picture of people living in a rural 

setting, but not disconnected. They are in touch with the world outside, the changing 

trends and have access to the ‘latest’ brands and even fashions (e.g. Brylcreem). 

The assemblage helps to confirm what other sources say about this later stage of 

Under Whitle. Sometime during the mid to late 19th C the house collapses or is 

demolished and the cellar is reroofed to become a store – the limited number of 

vessels from this period supports this. Then around the beginning of 20th century the 

cellar changes from a store to a rubbish dump – the increase in numbers and types 

of vessels is what would be expected. As the later 20th C approaches the number 

and types of vessel dwindles probably due to organized refuse collection. None can 

be dated to after the time when Paul and Elspeth take over Under Whitle and rubbish 

is no longer disposed of on the property. 
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8.0 APPENDICES 

8.1 Appendix 1: Finishes (lip and collar) 

 

Fig. 8.1: MDO - mineral or double oil finish 

(BF1025) 

 

Fig. 8.2: CET - continual external thread 

(SF1422) 

 

Fig. 8.3: SB - straight brandy (SF1421) poss. 

GR – grooved ring. 

 

Fig. 8.4: B – bead (SF1512) 

 

Fig. 8.5: P – prescription (SF1508) poss. B 

 

 

Fig. 8.6: IT -inside thread (SF1509) with 

fastener in place 

 

 

Fig. 8.7: CR -collared ring (SF1514) 

 

Fig. 8.8: C – crown (SF1501) 
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Fig. 8.9: CS - club sauce (SF1519) 

 

Fig. 8.10: ER -English ring (SF1523) 

 

Fig. 8.11: WP - wide prescription (SF1518) 

 

Fig. 8.12: Pa – patent (SF1530) 

 

 

Fig. 8.13: IET - interrupted external thread 

(SF1537) 

 

Fig. 8.14: R - rolled (or moulded) (SF1209) 

 

 


